INTRODUCTION
Pulmo Reef, located between La Paz and Cabo San Lucas, Baja California Sur (23°26' N, 109° 25' W) supports the most extensive growth of coral in the Gulf of California (Fig. 1) . Hawever, there is some controversy as to However Pulmo Reef is a true "coral reef" in the strictest definition of the term. For example, Rosenblatt (1976) stated, "there is but one true coral reef in the eastern Pacific, and that is at the isolated and oceanic Clipperton Island". Squires (1959) , who described the Pulmo reefs during the Puritan -American Museum of Natural History Expedition to western Mexico, noted that the Pulmo reefs were not coral reefs in a corstructional sense despite the abundance of hermatypic (reef-building) corals on the reefs. Outside of Squires' detailed description published accounts of the Pulmo reefs have been largely anecdotal. The earliest, and most picturesque account is that of Steinbeck (1972) , as well as severa1 concerned with the seastar Acanthaster (Barham, Gowdy and Wolfson, 1973; Porter, 1972; Dana and Wolfson, 1970; and, Glynn, 1973 and, Glynn, , 1974 .
It is the purpose of this paper to document, for the first time, the biota that actually comprises the reefs of Bahia Pulmo, and in so doing shed light on the present controversy. for fishes of the area (see Table  2 ). Porites californica (C; CR)
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